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Helibasket LLC Briefing Goals 
 

PRIMARY: To present United States Army and Air Force 
documented Heli-Basket® evaluation data (documents 

incorporated below) that supports an upgrade to the current 
AWR to include rescue operations, which will allow the Heli-
Basket® to better accommodate the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Universal Joint Task List requirements. 
 

SECONDARY: To offset further Heli-Basket® rescue 
evaluations by acknowledging that the quality and depth of 
the existing military evaluations is sufficient to approve the 

Heli-Basket® for disaster-mitigation responses. 
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Heli-Basket® History 
 

 1992: Initially developed as a stable, no-spin external load 
transport device 

 1994: Heli-Basket® US Utility Patent issued for an 
“Aerodynamically Stabilized, Collapsible Personnel and Cargo 
Basket for Helicopters” 

 2002: US Congress approves NDAA funds for the Heli-Basket® 
as a rescue and utility device for Army National Guard Aviation 

 January – May 2003: A detachment of the 1/150th GSAB (NJ 
Army National Guard Aviation) deployed with their Heli-Basket® 
to Panama in support of the New Horizons Exercise. AAR 
characterized the HB2000 as “indispensable” in the movement of 
personnel and support equipment, and recommended all future 
aviation support missions have at least one Heli-Basket® 
(document incorporated below) 

 30 May 2003: A live load restricted Air Worthiness Release was 
issued for the Heli-Basket® HB2000 and long line remote hook 
system for Utility use only 
NOTE: The live load restriction was a singular and unsubstantiated 
concern/opinion. The Heli-Basket® has never failed any rescue or utility 
evaluations, national or international, military or commercial. 

 2014: The Heli-Basket® was used as part of a demonstration of 
Lockheed Martin/Kaman UAV capabilities 

 2022: PZL/Sikorsky purchase 12 Heli-Basket® HB2000 units 
 2023: Helibasket LLC became AS9100D Certified, and DEVCOM 

begins writing a MIL-SPEC for the Heli-Basket ®  
 2024: The HB2000 is under current review by the USAF and US 

Army to upgrade the AWR to include Live Loads 
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Current Status 
 

 Meetings in 2023 with Colonel Schilleci at NGB HQ and Colonel 
Santiago G-3 at DAMO Aviation at the Pentagon recommended 
briefing Mr. Charles Strowbridge at the Utility PM office in 
Huntsville to upgrade the current Heli-Basket® AWR to include 
Live Loads 

 As a result of the briefings, Mr. Cory Kroelinger at DEVCOM 
was tasked with acquiring the MIL-STD for Live External 
Attached Loads (LEAL)  

 Sikorsky/PZL have approved the Heli-Basket® HB2000 as a 
recognized accessory for their S-70M Helicopter, and 
Helibasket LLC is in the process of delivering 12 Heli-Baskets® 
to support their delivery of helicopters to Romania 

 The requirements listed in the Joint Chiefs of Staff Universal 
Joint Task List (UJTL), outlined below, identify numerous 
capability requirements for “an adequate capability” for search 
and rescue, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief that 
the Heli-Basket® fulfills 
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Short-Haul Multi-Person Rescue 
 

The main capability of the Heli-Basket® is its capacity to perform 
Short-Haul Multi-Person Rescue operations for the recovery of up 
to 15 people in a single lift cycle.  
 
Short-Haul Multi-Person Rescue is built around the concept of 
rescuing large numbers of people and moving them out of 
immediate danger to a place of relative safety, instead of hoisting 
one or two people at a time into the helicopter via a winch. In the 
case of maritime SAR, this might be to the closest ship or vessel, or 
in the case of a high-rise building or roof rescue, it might simply be 
to the top of an adjacent building, or to the ground where they can 
be given attention or transported to a hospital or other shelter. 
 
Unlike the current winch-based rescue technologies in use, such as 
Stokes Litters, Helicopter Rescue Baskets and Sproule Nets, the 
Heli-Basket® provides the ability to rescue more people in fewer lift 
cycles, from locations where landing a helicopter is impossible or 
too dangerous to risk further lives, or in situations where doing so 
requires too much time or fuel. 
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Additional Logistical Benefits 
 

The Heli-Basket structure exceeds all national and international 
standards for a rescue device, and is aerodynamically stable 
regardless of load placement, helicopter type, air speed or 
maneuver. With available long lines and remote hooks, confined 
areas become accessible. 
 
These simple, unique characteristics open the Heli-Basket® up to 
other logistical uses, such as FARPS for fuel and rearmament. 
Critical cargo, such as medical supplies and water, is not impacted 
by net compression or having to be tossed out from a helicopter 
cabin. 
 
Note: Any load placed symmetrically or asymmetrically in the Heli-
Basket® is an approved load, making it an ideal logistical tool. 
 
The Heli-Basket® is a tested, significant multiplier for Force 
Development and Logistics Sustainment, and meeting UJTL 
requirements. 
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The HB2000 Heli-Basket® system is approved by: 
 

 US Army  
 US Air Force  
 US Navy  
 USCG  
 USFS 
 Lockheed-Martin 
 Sikorsky/PZL 
 Kaman Aerospace  
 Erickson Aviation 
 Columbia Helicopters 
 Qatar 
 Papa New Guinea 
 Israel Defense Forces 
 Tokyo Fire Department 
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Incorporated Documents 
 

 New Jersey Army National Guard: “1/150th General Support 
Aviation Battalion (GSAB) Heli-Basket After Action Review” 
(August 3, 2003) 

 DAMO-AV: “Testing for Helibasket HB2000 to Allow National 
Guard Aviation Units to Move Personnel During Emergency 
Evacuations” (January 25, 2008) 

 United States Army Forces Central Command (USARCENT) 
(ARCENT) Coalition Forces Land Component Command 
(CFLCC): ARCENT/CFLCC Flight Regulations and Aviation 
Standardization Program (April 11, 2006) 

 Joint Chiefs of Staff: “Universal Joint Task List (UJTL)” 
(January 12, 2024) 

 AFSOC Project: “HB2000 Heli-Basket Operational Utility 
Evaluation” (June 2006) 

 Air Force Research Laboratory: “Evaluation of a Helicopter 
Rescue Basket for Safe Human Carriage” John A. Plaga  
(August 2, 2006) 

 U.S. Army Natick Soldier Research, Development and 
Engineering Center Aerial Delivery Engineering Support 
Team: “Final Report: Foreign Comparative Testing S.P.I.E.S vs. 
Heli-Basket® vs. AirTEP (Unclassified)” (February 25th, 2011) 

 Acquisition Directorate, U.S. Coast Guard: “Maritime Mass 
Rescue Interventions; Availability and Associated Technology” 
(December 2010) 
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Universal Joint Task List 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The UJTL contains tasks mentioning “Search and Rescue”, “Disaster 
Relief”, “Evacuation” and “Humanitarian Assistance” in dozens of 
instances. It is clear that these issues are of concern to all branches 
of the United States Armed Forces, as well as the international 
bodies that utilize the UJTL as a blueprint for their task lists. 
 
The Heli-Basket’s® capacity to perform Short-Haul Multi-Person 
Rescue operations provides an additional capability and resource 
to complete many of the tasks listed in the UJTL.  
 
The following are some examples of tasks for which the Heli-
Basket® can provide an additional capability for completion: 
 

“The Universal Joint Task List (UJTL) is the authoritative menu (or library) 
of all approved joint tasks required for planning, readiness reporting, 
training and exercises, lessons learned processing, and requirements… 
 
…The UJTL Program serves as a foundation for joint planning, readiness 
reporting, joint training, joint capabilities-based planning, education, joint 
force development, and joint operations… 
 
…Each individual UJT in the UJTL is an action or activity assigned to a 
unit or organization to perform a specific function and/or to provide a 
capability or resource.” 
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